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January 29, 2002 
NEXT MEETING: February 26, 2002 
The Faculty Senate meeting was called to order at 3:40 p.m. in the Kiva. Senate President John 
Geissman presided. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
Approval of Agenda (Action: Adopted with two changes) 
Approval of Summarized Minutes for November 27, 2001 (Action: Adopted) 
Memorial Minute for Patrick McNamara 
Professor Robert Fiala read a memorial minute for Patrick McNamara and a moment of silence 
was held in his honor. A copy of the memorial minute will be sent to Professor McNamara's 
family. 
President's Report 
President William Gordon gave the floor to VP Julie Weaks to report on legislative issues now 
pending. They included the following: 
• It appears UNM may fare better than expected. The Appropriation Bill is now moving from the 
House to the Senate and more will be known next week about final funding recommendations. 
The higher education formula at present is fully funded and will be offset by a tuition credit, 
currently at two and one-half percent. Line item programs have been cut by 15 percent, 
however two programs have been restored to half funding with the Senate likely to restore the 
other half. The two programs are the newborn intensive care unit and poison control 
programs. In addition, the new second year nursing program has been funded at 50 percent 
and will also likely be restored to full funding by the Senate. 
• President Gordon took the floor to add that there has been a reduction in athletic scholarships. 
UNM can expect a cut of about $100,000. Information regarding legislative decisions will be 
posted on the legislative website. UNM has had increased its enrollment for three consecutive 
years. The three year rolling average is beginning to help with funding decisions. 
• President Gordon thanked everyone involved in the Freshman Learning Communities and said 
more faculty will be involved next Fall when the program will serve a larger number of 
students. 
Provost's Report 
Provost Brian Foster's report included the following information: 
• Searches for Deans are currently in various stages. The Law Dean search has a good pool of 
candidates, one of whom is currently on campus. The Provost is close to having names for 
the Fine Arts Dean. Dean Peter White is chairing the search for a Graduate Dean. 
Applications are being reviewed for the Library Dean. Beth Miller is Interim Executive Director 
of the Gallup Branch and is doing some restructuring and realignment of duties for staff. Dean 
Florez is chairing the search committee for the Taos Education Center. There is an Interim 
Director of CIRT search starting soon. An interim director is being sought, because there is 
current rethinking about how information technologies are organized. 
• The Taos Education Center has won approval of the CHE for becoming a branch. Paperwork 
is now in the legislative process. . . . 
• The Planning Council will not take the place of the Faculty Senate and WIii not ma_ke dec1S10ns 
specific to the Strategic Plan. It will oversee and make the_ process of the ~tra_teg1c Plan work. 
It will work with faculty and staff and have a time line for things to happen; !t WIii fo~er 
cooperation among multiple units; periodically review progress reports; r~v1ew tactics; perform 
biennial reviews; inspect the Plan in six years; work to align the_ budget ~th the Plan; a~d, play 
a formal role in approving tuition and the budget. The Pr~vost 1s the _chair of the Council and 
there are five Faculty Senate members including the P_res1dent ,_ President-elect, Budget 
Committee Chair and two other Faculty Senate Committee chairs. 
Faculty Senate President's Report 
Senate President Geissman's report included the following: . 
• An apology for the change in timing of this mo~th's Faculty Senat~ m~mg. . . . . . 
• The Operations Committee has been involved m several state leg1slat1ve act1v1t1es, mcludmg 
72 
the Higher Education hearing last Tuesday and UNM appreciation day yesterday. 
• Details of specific terms of appointment for the Faculty Senate President are in the mal stages 
of approval and will be presented at the February Faculty Senate m ting. 
• President Geissman asked everyone to consider the planned Fall 2002, and Fall 2003 
academic schedules published in the catalog. There is a discrepancy in the beginning of the 
semesters that impacts teaching schedules and field sessions for many departments. He 
asked that this issue be discussed under new business. 
• President Geissman reminded senators that a President-elect and members of the Operations 
Committee must be elected at the end of this semester, and now is the time for identifying 
appropriate candidates. 
• The Faculty & Staff Benefits Committee is reviewing the health insurance options presented by 
Associate VP Susan Carkeek at the last Faculty Senate meeting. Requests for proposals are 
currently being requested. The Senate Operations Committee and some of the Faculty & Staff 
Benefits Committee will meet next week with VP Carkeek, but more faculty input is n ed. If 
anyone is interested in serving on the committee on a temporary basis, notify President 
Geissman as soon as possible. 
• Senate President Geissman thanked all senators who participated in the e-mail voting for 
Honorary Degree candidates. Results of that vote will be announced at a later d t . 
• Senate President Geissman asked senators to stay for new business items. Th y r 
important and interesting. 
• Senate President Geissman then turned the floor over to Dathan W ms, a law ud nt 
involved in the upcoming event Spring Storm. Flyers were distributed prior to th m ting nd 
left at the sign-in table. The event on April 6, 2002, will be a UNM community rvice d 
Weems asked for volunteers, for ideas on financial support, and for input on rv1ce th t n 
be provided to the community. A web site has been set up for the event at 
http://springstorm.unm.edu. 
7. Approval of January Faculty Appointments to 2000-2001 Committee (Action: Approv d 
with one addition to Intellectual Property Committee) 
8. Vote on Restructure of College of Education (Action: Approved) 
9. Resolution of Computer Use Committee (Action: Approved) 
10. Resolutions from Library Committee (Action: Approved) 
11. Open Discussion and New Business 
• Professor Daniel Feller (History) explained the discrepancies in the mic I nd r for all , 
2002 and Fall , 2003. The beginning dates for the semester are incorrect and aff t hing 
plans, final exams, and field research. President Geissman will work with th University 
Secretary on a letter to the Registrar pointing out problems with the publi h dates. 
• Senate President Geissman presented information on peer institutions that have eith r tud n 
regents or faculty regents and asked that everyone t~ink_ about the _opportunity f ulty 
presently have to request a change in the state const1tut1on to provide UNM . well all 
institutions of higher education in New Mexico with a Faculty Regent. Input 1s requ ed by the 
Operations Committee. 
12. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
COMPLETE SUMMARIZED MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT HTTP://WWW.UNM.EDUl~FACSEN AND 
THROUGH THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, SCHOLES 101 (2n-4664) 
